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Introduction

Well you have made the most important choice so far, by selecting Joomla! 1.5 as your choice of Content
Management System (CMS).

Joomla! is currently one of the most popular and effective Open Source projects and has won a number of
prestigious awards in its short, but illustrious existence.

Joomla! 1.5 is the second, main incarnation of the Joomla! series of releases. The original Joomla! 1.0 series
being a direct derivative of the Mambo CMS which many of the current Joomla! Developers helped create.
Joomla! 1.5 is a major step forward from 1.0, with many new features and a far more integrated framework.

This manual seeks to provide you with the necessary information you need in order to safely install the basic
core package onto an existing, fully operational, Web server.

We will, by necessity, touch upon the essential needs for setting Joomla! Up, but this manual is not a detailed
guide on how to build and configure a Web server or database. You are essentially expected to have these in
operation already.

We will take you through:

the general steps of obtaining Joomia!
ensuring your Web server meets the minimum requirements needed
how to deal with both a straight forward and slightly more complex installation of the software

possible problems that you may encounter along the way and the resolution of many of these

together with additional resources and information that is available to you

We trust you will enjoy the process and can then look forward to tailoring Joomla! to your own specific
requirements.

Installing and using Joomla! is generally straight forward, getting your perfect Web site takes a lot more
effort but there is much, as you will discover, that has been done to make the process easier along the way.

There may be a time lapse between the information contained within the Web pages and this downloadable
PDF version of the manual. This will be minimalised as much as possible, but the Web pages will always be
the most up-to-date.

If you intend migrating content from an existing Joomla! 1.0.x Web site we strongly recommend first running
a test installation of Joomla! 1.5 before you proceed with the migration attempt. Always make sure you have
backed up your data before running the Migrator Component.

Caution: Please completely read through the Installation Manual before commencing the installation, it may
well save you a lot of grief!
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Minimum System Requirements

To successfully install and use Joomla! you must have a fully operational Web server (Apache is the
optimum), a database (MySQL is the optimum) and the server side scripting language PHP together with
specific modules that are activated within PHP for MySQL, XML, and Zlib functionality amongst others.

Note: Joomla! is developed and tested primarily on the Apache Web server versions 1.3.x + and 2.x +.
Whilst there is every chance that it will work with other systems, such as Windows IIS, these are not
necessarily supported as fully/at all within the technical support community.

The same has to be said unfortunately for the database where MySQL is the principle choice but other types
of database may work with the necessary configuration but are less well supported at the present time. This
is a situation that it is hoped will be turned around with time but for this to happen the community requires
people with the appropriate skills to step forward and assist.

The minimum versions of the various constituent parts of these server components that are required are as
follows:

Software Min Recommended | Optimum | Latest Web Site
Version Release
PHP 4.3.x 447 5.0.x 5.2.4 http//php.net
series

MySQL 3.23.xor [4.1.22 5.0.x 5.0.45 | http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/mysql/5.0.
above series html

Apache 1.3 o0r 1.3.9 2.0.61 2.2.6 http://httpd.apache.org
above

mod_mysq|l

mod_xml

mod_zlib

You must ensure that you have the MySQL, XML, and Zlib functionality enabled within your PHP installation.
This is controlled within the php. ini file.

Caution: Do not use PHP 4.3.9, PHP 4.4.2 or PHP 5.0.4; these releases have known bugs that will interfere
with the installation of Joomla! There was also an issue with the Zend Optimizer Version 2.5.10 for PHP
4.4.x. You should ask your host to upgrade to a later release as soon as possible where applicable.

Note: There are currently ongoing discussions as to whether there are additional issues with the whole 4.3.x.
series of releases of PHP and it has been found that the best and most consistent results are achieved with
the PHP 5.x series.

Joomlal has been successfully tested on many variants within the main three OS for Windows, Linux, Apple
Mac OSX. It may well work on other platforms but this is less well documented.

Joomla! is also regularly used and tested through the main Web browsers available such as IE6 +, Firefox
1.5 +, Safari, and Opera but it may also work with others.
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Localhost or Remote Host Installations

A localhost is a Web server and associated database that is set up directly on your computer or that may be
on a local network either within your home or business environment. You have direct easy access to the
machine upon which the software is situated

A remote host is one that you access via the internet it may be owned by you or you may rent it from a
dedicated hosting company. In this case there are different flavours such as managed, dedicated, virtual, or
shared hosting. But in simple terms the computer that houses the software is remote from you. The scope
and detailed explanation of each of these flavours is outside of the boundaries of this manual but whichever
option you select you must ensure that they meet your expected requirements together with the minimum
specifications detailed above.

In respect of the localhost option there are a number of ready made packages that put all the necessary
software together (excluding Joomla!) in one easily installable package that generally allow you to have your
own personal Web server and database without really knowing too much about how they work.

The following are the more readily available, and popular, varieties of these packages and the operating
systems for which they are designed.

Warning: With the exception of the LAMP packages, none of the others should be used for live Web sites
they are only intended for development/localhost servers. The LAMP packages when used in conjunction
with the Linux security measures are generally the same for localhost and live site situations.

The AMP elements within the following package names stand for Apache, MySQL, and PHP.

Package Operating System Web Site Documents
Name

WAMP | Windows http://www.wampserver.com/en/ http://www.wampserver.com/w
amp5.chm

MAMP | Apple Mac OSX http://www.mamp.info/en/mamp.html | http://www.mamp.info/en/help.
html

LAMP Linux (and other Unix) Distribution Dependant

XAMPP | Multi-platform —Mac http://apachefriends.org http://www.apachefriends.org/e

Windows, Linux, Solaris, n/fag-xampp.html

Most Linux distributions these days come with the requisite components available within their own
repositories, or even within the main distribution software download that you get. There will often be different
ways of activating the functionality so you would need to check the documentation of your own particular
distribution choice. The individual distributions compile the necessary dependencies, links, and changes as a
part of the installation process, be it RPM, YUM, or one of the other bespoke installers.

Alternatively, on any OS platform you can download and configure the individual components from the
various Web sites listed (as you generally would need to do for a live Web site if your hosting provider did not
cater for these) and create your own servers, but these packages do provide an easier, integrated solution.

Most of the packages will also usually contain some form of database administration program as well, for
example, PHPMyAdmin or MySQLAdmin, to enable effective management of the database, if not, you will
find it advantageous to install such a program if you intend doing any sort of database editing work.

Caution: The remainder of this Manual assumes that you have a fully functioning Apache, MySQL, and PHP
based Web server.

We would strongly recommend testing Joomla! and its functionality on a localhost installation in the first
instance to get a feel for the software and what it can offer you.

On remote, hosted or dedicated servers the configuration and availability of these applications will depend on
the host provider or the operating system that is installed upon the server. It would be a wise move to
determine their current versions as well as the host's policy regarding updating the software before signing
any contracts. The variation that can occur between providers and OS can be significant and is outside the
scope of this brief instruction. If you encounter a problem with your host provider and the use of Joomia!
check the forums to see if other users have experienced the particular issue and what their solution was.
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Joomlal! can be used with alternative Web servers such as Microsoft© Internet Information Service (IIS) as
well as alternative database models (database work is very much in its infancy though), but these are not
paths we intend exploring in this manual as Joomla! is primarily developed for use on the AMP combinations
already stated.

Note: There is less technical community support currently available for server platforms other than AMP.

There are discussions and work under way to expand the platforms upon which Joomla! will operate without
significant issue, but this is in its early stages of development. For particular issues, or to see if a
combination of programs meet the necessary criteria, check the forums to see if anyone else has succeeded
with a particular task or indeed whether you can contribute to one of the ongoing projects.

Checking the Installation

Once you have completed the necessary installation of your server software it is worth running a quick test to
ensure that all the necessary, minimum requirements are met.

Warning!: Remove the phpinfo.php file from your Web root as soon as you have the necessary
information. Leaving it in situ is a security risk. Your Joomla! installation has a built in version of the same
script in the Help Menus for future reference.

You can do this very simply by creating a basic PHP script:
<?php
// Show all information
phpinfo () ;
?>

Save this as phpinfo.php for example, and save the file to the root of your Web site, then simply enter the
address of your Web site into your browser as follows: http://www.yourdomain.com/phpinfo.php or
http://localhost/phpinfo.php and you should receive a detailed summary and state of all the PHP compilation
options and extensions (such as the Zlib, XML, and MySQL modules), the PHP version in use, server
information and environment (if t is compiled as a module), the PHP environment, Operating System version
information, paths, master and local values of configuration options, HTTP headers, and the PHP License.
See the next page for a (very) compressed view of the information that this script outputs.

For a full description of all the elements that are output, visit the explanatory page at
http://uk3.php.net/phpinfo.

Remove the phpinfo.php file from your Web root as soon as you have the necessary information. Leaving
it in situ is a security risk. Your Joomla! installation has a built in version of the same script in the Help Menus
for future reference.

Check out the online Glossary to assist with definitions of individual words that are new to you. If we have
missed any let us know please.
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Obtaining Joomla!

Getting hold of Joomla! could not be easier; simply point your mouse to the Main Joomla! page
http://joomla.org and click the latest release identified in the special Module in the left-hand menu —
referenced by the box highlighter. You will note that both the 1.0.x and the latest 1.5.x releases are available
but we are only interested in the 1.5.

R sl Wedcome o Jopmia®

= What i Joomlal?

= About Us Joomilal 1.5 Template Contest
- il

= Oificial Hewes

= Joomla! Logo
= Donats to Joomld
= Partnam

= In the Press Comesi Prizes.

» Search

* OpenSourcefatien # Tha fve fralsts wil sach recei 3 Joomil pere 53

g — Comtest Tamebne

= 1.0ux Verson Info
# L0u Changelogs
* L HOS Checksums:

Download Latest
B Joomicl

QEED OREE

il R,
Joomla! Main page displaying the download Module

Click the 1.5 icon and you will be redirected to the download page for the Joomla! Project within the
http://joomlacode.org developer repository.

You will be presented with a screen similar to the following:

¥ Joomial
Hemae L Halp Shep Ferum

Y ¥
JoomlaCode.org

Usors Snarch Frojece. jeemla Snippots

Joomla! Code project page displaying the download options for the latest Joomla! version.
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The box highlighter is showing the . z1ip variant of the three available compression types of download; in
addition there are .tar.gz and . tar.bz2 types. Just select the one appropriate for your operating system.

A download pop-up will appear, and you should save the file to an appropriate location on your hard drive.

W Joomlal

Opening faomila-15RCHp
You have chasen 1o apen
| Joomila-1.5RCxip

which i & Compressed (zipped) Folder
from: hetpcf/ downloads joomiboode.ong

What should Firedox dio with this file?

Summary

Repating Open with  Windows Explorer (default) i
@ Save to Dige

Do this ausomatically Sor files like this from now on

Joomla! Code screen with download pop-up displayed

Open the file on your local hard drive using the appropriate compression program for the type of file. If you
do not already have such a program there are many open source programs available for free, download from
different locations such as Source Forge. In this instance we are using 7-ZIP File Manager, but they all
operate in much the same way (at least on Windows). on Linux systems the same tasks can be achieved
from the command line, or once again, through the use of a separate program. Mac OSX has a number of
options also including the command line, and The Unarchiver has a good reputation or the default, built-in

utility BOMArchiveHelper. app.
:IElI 2ip File Manager
G =

Add  Esract Test
¥ O%downloads\loomia-1 SRCziph

Hame Size  Packed Size Aftributes Encrypted  Comment CRC
administr. B[MK 1140 K [+] D0201BCE
cache 4B EE o EF1023C9
COMEHne.. 437K 162K o FAS36584
images 135K 178K [+] SBGRGODE
includes TATK 6K D 20FI05FD
installati 13K T o ALGIZESD
language Lo K BRE [+] I5CA1BER
libraries MK 0K [+] C3673067
ogs a4 B 68 D 6F1DI3CT
madia 9K B4 [+] EEACBEGE
fadules 135K 59K o CBICEFT2
plugins 1832K 539K [+] 35EACELD
termplates 331K 163 K D B331B550
tmp 4B -] D EF1D23CD

12K S196 B o LIDOE2AA
114 45K BEDEEB3E
AAFE R T R B1CIACS

0 abject(s) selected

Method
St
St
St
Stewe
Stone
St
St
Stewe
Stone
St
St
Stewe
Stone
St
St
Credlate

W = %4

Copy Move Delete [nfo

Host 015
Unix
Ui
Unix
Unix
Unix
Unix
Unix
Unix
Unix
Unix
Ui
Unix
Unix
Unix
Ui
Unix

=

7-Zip File Manager displaying the files contained within the Joomla! 1.5 core compressed file.
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Uncompress (Extract) the package to a suitable location - it is not important where this happens to be so
long as you can find the files again when it comes to installing them onto the Web server. The resulting list of
directories and files that you will have within your directory will be similar in appearance to the following:

Hame ' Date moditied

2B/08/2007 1252
cache 21/07,/2007 1201
2B/08/2007 1252
ZRAOR/2007 1252
ZRAOR/2007 1252
ZRAOR/2007 1252
2B/08/2007 1252
Learied 2B/08/2007 1252
ags 2LA07,/2007 12401
media ZRAOR/2007 1252
2RADA00T 1252
ZRAOR/2007 1252
2B/08/2007 1252
I 21072007 1201
2B/08/2007 1252
21/07,/2007 1057
13/06/2007 23401
19/07/2007 0318
05/06/2007 0148
OB/06/2007 2128
ORMD6/2007 2241
ORDE/2007 2241
16/07/2007 0943
(B8, 2006 0551

& LICENSE php

rabats b

Type Size
File Folder

147 KB

Teat Docurnent 3B
PHP Script IKE
PHP Script 1kE
PHP Seript 5KB
PHP Seript 18 KB
Text Documnent 1KE

The uncompressed Joomla! 1.5 distribution file pack

Nightly Build

Whilst Joomla! 1.5 is still in its development stages (currently RC3) changes are made to the code to correct
bugs and to improve stability on an almost hourly basis sometimes.

We have included this segment within the Obtaining Joomla! Section as it is logical to start with the latest
available version where possible and practicable, but it would equally be at home in the Known Issues
section at the end of this manual.

Nightly Build

We strongly recommend therefore that as a minimum you keep right up-to-date by using the latest . Nightly
Build

Be aware that the Nightly Build is an automated process. It is created at the same time each day. The Nightly
Build does not include an automatic updater program, nor can you link directly into the Nightly Build and
have it add itself to your installation.

Caution: Before overwriting any of your files or making any related changes you should backup your existing
database, directory, and file structure so that you have a roll-back point if things go wrong! You must make a
copy of your configuration.php file and any .htaccess or php. ini files together with images, media,
documents and other files you may have added and reintroduce these where appropriate.

You have a number of choices when using the Nightly Build as to how to use it:

Fresh Installation
You simply download the latest Nightly Build and continue with the installation as you would the
"standard" Joomla! package from Joomla! Code. If you are working on a local test environment it is a
good idea to use this method without deleting previous examples as this can assist any
troubleshooting you might need to do and can therefore always refer back to previous installations to
see what has changed, and it is ultimately possible to install as many versions as your computer has
space for!
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SVN

Warning!: This is not recommended for novice and/or normal Users.

It is a code Development tool and has the complexities to match! It should not be used for live sites. SVN
gives you the absolute latest download at the precise moment you request it. But that could theoretically be
at the point that someone is uploading files for example!

If you are looking to develop Joomla! Extensions, learn the ins-and-outs of precisely how Joomla! is put
together, or are working on a particular project that demands the absolute latest version of Joomla!, and for
those helping test Joomla! to assist with the development and Quality and Testing process then we
recommend using Subversion (SVN).

You will find full details of the setting up of your local repository and access to the SVN downloads on the
Developer Site and accordingly we shall not repeat them here.
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Final Preparation

Transferring the files

The first task is to upload the uncompressed collection of files that you created during the last section to your
Web server. If you are installing on a localhost - for example the computer you are working on — then it is
simply a case of copying and pasting (or moving) the files into the root folder (or a sub-folder) of the Web
server. If however you are running the server on a remote host, then this process will involve the use of a
FTP (File Transfer Protocol) client program, some Web Browsers have such a tool built in or can be added
in, or the control panel of your host provider, if one is available.

Warning!:The root folder is located in different places depending upon the operating system/distribution and
Web server package you are using and it might be called htdocs, httpd, or www, but we would be here a long
while if we tried to detail every possible combination of OS, distribution, package, and directory structure,
together with the settings that could and/or have been made by the Hosting Company, therefore, establishing
this is up to you!

In some cases it will be possible — as well as quicker and easier - on remote hosted servers to upload the
compressed file via your FTP client and to then unzip or uncompress the file directly into the root directory.
This will most often be the case with Linux based Web servers where command line access is available.

Some Hosting Companies incorporate a file management system within their bespoke control panels which
will include an FTP program.

Caution: Occasionally files will become corrupted during the transfer and it may be necessary to complete
this procedure more than once.

If you get completely stuck then ask at the forums for assistance after first doing a search in case someone
else has already asked the same question.

A bit more preparation...

You are now, almost, ready for the final leap-of-faith and the installation of Joomla! but we would recommend
gathering together some final bits of information that will be needed to complete the task and it is better to
have them to hand from the beginning rather than scrabble around for them whilst proceeding with the
installation itself.
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MySQL Details

Warning!: Make sure that the database is configured with the UTF-8 MySQL collation and that any changes
you make to files is also saved as UTF-8 No BOM encoding.

e the host name for your database — if you are installing locally or on a dedicated, remote host — this
host name is likely to be localhost. If you are installing remotely to a shared hosting Web server and
database it is likely that your host provider has their own way of identifying a particular customer's
database, and you must make sure you have this information to hand if you are to successfully
complete the installation.

o Your host name: \ ‘

e the username and password of the database root user — your access keys to the database. Again if
you are installing locally or to a dedicated remote host these are likely to either be the default
settings or a name and password that you had previously entered during installation of the database
software. The default username is typically root, although you can change this for something else if
you want - just make sure you keep a note of it. See the next section Secure Password Thinking for
some hints.

o Your username: \ ‘

o Your password: \ ‘

e the database name by which you are identifying the database for this Web site. For a localhost or
dedicated remote server you will be able to set this to what you want but on shared or virtual hosted
servers these may again be set by the host company.

o Your database name: \ ‘

Warning! By default the standard installation of MySQL does not use a password - it is blank. This will not be
accepted by Joomla! and it is not a particularly wise security habit to get into in any case. You should ensure
that you have set a password up within the my . ini file which is the configuration file of MySQL.

FTP account details

Joomlal's new FTP Layer feature has been introduced to overcome perennial problems that have been
experienced by many Linux/Unix host Users in the past where there are file write permission issues with the
Users Host Provider particularly on Shared Hosting servers. This can significantly affect the installation of
new Extensions or writing to the configuration.php file.

Using the FTP layer eliminates the need to make directories and files writable and thus improves overall
security of the installation and server. It also makes the site administrators job a lot easier!

Note: The FTP layer is not required on Windows based host/server services as the file write protection is
handled differently.

Localhost installations do not require the FTP details to be included.

If you do not want, or are unable, to complete these details at this stage they can be added through the
Control Panel->Site Menus->Global Configuration screens at a later time.

It will also be advisable if you are intend using the new FTP layer facility of Joomla! to have your FTP details
available.

These are:

e username — The name you enter to actually access your Joomla! Web site root directory through an
FTP client program. For a Web site on a remote hosting server the host may have provided you with
a specific ID related to your account. This will be for the whole of your Web server and you should
set up a separate FTP account for access to this Joomla! site root directory only.

o Your FTP username: \ ‘
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e password — the password you enter to confirm your identity and therefore access the Joomla! Web
site root directly with the FTP client program. This should be different to that which may have been
set by your hosting company for the main Web server, where applicable.

o Your FTP password: \ ‘

e host — the URL address of the FTP server for access to your Web site. If you are running this on a
local machine (non-Windows only) then this address will typically be 127.0.0.1. If you are using a
remote host it may be a specific address that the host sets or a URL related to your Web site

O Your FTP host: ‘ ‘
e port — generally most FTP servers utilise port 21 and this is the default setting that Joomla! Assumes
o Your FTP port: ‘ ‘

e root — this is the Joomla! root directory within your Web server that the FTP client is required to open
into by default. Obtain the full path detail to this directory.

o Your FTP root pathway: \ ‘

Caution: It is important to note that if you run more than one Web site on your server that the pathway to the
root directory will change for each site — the other four settings will not necessarily have, or on shared
hosting likely be able, to change.

Once these details are collated you are ready to proceed with the installation.
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Secure Password Thinking

Any password you create for Joomla!, MySQL, Apache, or in fact any passwords you ever create should be
made as secure as possible.

Typically this would mean:

using a minimum of 6 characters -the more the better but 8-10 should be an ideal

a mixture of upper and lower case alphabet characters, numbers, and permitted special characters
for example -, _, *, $, 1, %, although the use of these may be governed by the host settings on
shared or virtual hosted, remote servers

do not use easily identifiable passwords for example, birthdays, children's or family names or words
that could be easily associated with you

in fact try not to use real words at all, replace letters with their numeric equal so the word ocean
could become 0c34n (yes — | know it is a real word and there are only 5 characters but it is just an
example) try 0c34n!c — and no do not now use that either

another way is to think entirely off-the-wall. Think of a favourite novel for example, The Hitch-hikers_

letters (as indicated by the underscores):

Example 1. tehsgetotegy

this clearly means absolutely nothing but it could still be traced — eventually — by a determined
cracker so let us mix it up a bit more:

Example2.T3h$93t0T3gY

but you can now see that it would be a pretty illogical logic that would need to be applied to even
come close to cracking that and when the additional security features of the various platforms is then
laid over the top of this — we would not want to say it is impossible to crack, but they would take a
very long time, and of course you should regularly change your passwords anyway.

if you keep a written record of your passwords always ensure they too are kept secure and safely out
of the way of prying eyes

despite the temptation, try to avoid using the same password for all your various access
requirements, both at home and at work

Note: The spaces are included in the two examples solely for clarity and should not be included and in fact
spaces are generally not accepted in passwords
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Installation

We are now ready to proceed with the actual installation of the Joomla! program onto the Web server.

There are two ways of installing Joomla! The first — Web Browser Installation - can be considered easier than
the second - Manual Installation - really as a result of the number of steps that are required.

Either will work with a little patience and concentration to detail.

Caution: Do not try to use both methods of installation, or part of one and part of the other for the same
installation as this will cause you problems.The only likely exception to this will be the installation of the
Sample Data. If you choose not to install this initially during the Web Browser Installation but then decide you
want it after all you can add the Sample Data provided no other content has been added since the
installation took place even if you have subsequently deleted that content.

In this instance it would be easier and safer to re-install the package from the beginning, having first deleted
the directory and database.
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Web Browser Installation

The browser installation method of installing Joomla! is the far straighter forward of the two methods and is
what is hoped to be a typical installation. Whilst it is relatively easy it is only a semi-automatic method as you
do still have to enter some details during the process. However, the “hard” work is done for you by the
installer software itself.

Assuming you have already uploaded the Joomla! core pack of files to your Web root directory, be it on your
local machine or a remote host, the next step is to start your Web browser and enter the URL to your Web
site. There are a number of options open to you in this process:

e This may simply be http://localhost/joomla for a local installation, or http://www.yourdomain.com for a
remote installation.

e If you have installed Joomla! in a sub directory of your Web root then you will need to add that
directory to the end of the address for example http://localhost/joomla/test or
http://www.yourdomain.com/joomia.

e If you have installed Joomla! as a sub-domain on a remote host this might appear as
http://www.joomla.yourdomain.com.

Step 1 - Language Choice

Whichever of these scenarios fits your particular situation, once you hit the enter key you should be
presented with the following screen:

1 Joomlal Installation

Steps Choose Language vext ()

1 : Language
Select Language

21 Pre.installation Check Plesse select the Language fo use during the Joomis! installation steps

arEG - Arabee (8l el
3: License bn-IN - Bengali (India)
da-DE - DanishDK)
de-CH - German (CH)

4: Database el-GR - Gaeak

Cnig & Fangoom,

5: FTP Configuration 5-ES - Spanish (Espafiol internacional)

§-F1 - Firnish (Suomi)
6 1 Configuration &-FR - Franch (Fr)
hr-HR - Croatan (Hn)
it-IT - halian (Raly)
FarLA - Lag [wesaarnd)
LT - Lithuznian
kLW - Latvian
ab-NO - Norsk bokmal (Norway)
nl-ML - Nedarlands (ML-BE)
ptPT - Porugues (ptPT)
10-R0 - Romanian (Romania)
sv-5E - Svenska | Sweden)
th-TH - Thai (w1 Tng)
wi'VM - Vietnamase

T : Finish

Jenmly' in Free Saftmare neleased under the GHUGPL Licerne

The Language Selection page of the Joomla! Installation Process

You should notice that en-GB — English(United Kingdom) is selected. This is the default language used for
all Joomla! Core development. Simply select your preferred language for the installation process. If your own
language does not appear in the list you may consider assisting in the translation of the core for other people
in the same position. Visit the Translation Forums for further details.

The language files included in the core only relate to the installation process itself and do not affect the
Front-end or Back-end displays of Joomla! and by default these are only installed in en-GB . This happens
simply, as to include all the translations for the core files would make the download an unmanageable beast
in size. Individual languages into which Joomla! has been translated are carried on the Joomla! Code
repository site.
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Full details of the language packs currently available can be found within the Joomla! Developer Network site
in the Menu Module on the left of the page.

Reproduced below for convenience:

Copyright & Licence explained

Accredited Translations / Translation Partners
Translation Policy

Translation Manual

Accredited translations are those that have been approved by Joomlal.

Translation Partners are international groups who have developed Web sites that carry translations of the
Help Screens and other official documentation and have entered into an agreement with Joomlal.

If you wish to contribute to the translation effort contact the co-ordinator of an existing project listed on the
Accredited Translations page.

Language packs can be uploaded and installed using the Installation Manager in the Control Panel-
>Extensions Menu. There are separate files for the Site Front-end and the Administrator Back-end.

Once you are happy with your language selection click Next.
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Step 2 - Pre-installation Check

The next screen is Joomla!'s confirmation of what you hopefully already know if you followed the earlier
advice of using phpinfo () . The screen shows whether your server meets all the necessary criteria to

successfully complete the installation.

¥ Joomial nstanation

Steps Pre-installation Check —— e

12 Language
Pra-instaliatson check for Joomia! 1,50 Production/Stable [ Endeleo | 1-September-2007 1500 GMT,

21 Pre-instsllation Check 1 sy o Bt s e et 3 s (Pghibghted ) yonr wpviern s et maich he e
curTerits noseitary, Mease Whr B e conate itons B porrect the ervor, Falkure 1o 8 PP Verson 3= 400 ¥
3: License : M Stmiton fut Lctbning cunact - Db Compresson Spoert. Vs
WL Sgpen
i : Dadabase Hy3Q Segoart L,
ME Language s Defad e
M Sng Ceriaad OFF
SIFTR [
i e convhgurston pho Wiitsbie s
& Confgurabios
Recommended Settings:
7 : Fnish
Drecse proemended  Aoual
Sar Mode: - i
Display Ereors o
Fle Lipacach: an

QR IS Ruiiime: o ol

Cutguit Busfferng of ot
Sarvmon Auts St OFf off

Pre-installation Check Screen

If any of the responses in the first section are set to No (with the exception of the configuration.php being
writable) you should rectify the situation before attempting to continue with the process as these represent
the essential requirements for the installation. Failure to do this may cause your Joomla! Web site to function
incorrectly, or require you to carry out additional procedures at the end of the standard browser installation.

The most common error that Users encounter is that the configuration.php file is not writable. See the
section on Known Issues & Error Handling for details on how to correct this issue later in the guide.

The second block of settings indicate certain specific settings within the PHP code base configuration. Whilst
these are recommended, Joomla! will still install but there will be more to do later on and there is a risk that
your Web site would be open to malicious assault if you did not rectify them These settings may be adjusted
at any time. The first column shows the recommended settings and the second those that are identified
within your server.

Note: We will detail some more of the common problems and solutions in the Error Handling section at the
back of this manual rather than blur the picture at this stage.

You do not have to exit the installer in order to change a setting. Once you have made a change simply click
the Check Again button to reassess the situation. It is also possible to return to the Language Choice screen
by clicking the Previous button.

When everything is set as required, click the Next button.

The Joomla! User Documentation Team 17 The Joomla! v1.5 Installation Manual



Step 3 - License

There is nothing to actually enter, or change, on the License screen however, it is recommended that you

read, understand, and agree to the terms and conditions under which Joomla! is released. Please note that

whilst there is no specific agreement option (nor indeed a registration process) within this screen by using

Joomlal you are confirming your agreement to the terms and conditions of it.
& Toomlal Web Inctalier - Mozilla Firetox

[l fot Yew Higpory fockmais Jooh jee
& F ¥ =& - A | A Or A S RO P H AL N DA e WG

W oomial instakation

Steps License [r——
NI Ganersl Publss Licents

Faiste of Conterm

The GNU GPL Version 2. License

The license under which all Joomla! releases have been made to date is the GNU GPL v2 license. GNU is
the organisation responsible for maintaining the license and GPL stands for General Public License. If you
have any Joomla! specific questions regarding licensing visit the Legal Forums.

Once you have read the license click the Next button.
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Step 4 - Database Configuration

We now enter the final, and you could say, most important stages of the browser installation. This step
establishes the information Joomla! requires in order to communicate with your database.

Basic Setlings
Database Type
mysql -
Host Name
localhost

R & probably MySQL

ol localfost or a host name provided by the hoste

Usar Mame
root

Password

Database Mams
install

- Advanced Settings

Drop Existing Tables
@ Badup Old Tables
Table Prefix
Jas_

The Database Configuration Stage Screen
You now require the information you (hopefully) secured earlier in this guide.

Select the database type from the drop down list, which includes mysql and mysqli by default. Typically you
will select mysql for your database choice. There may be subsequent changes that require the use of
mysqli but such speculation is outside the scope of this document.

Further Information: If you would like to read more about the difference between the two types visit
http://dev.mysqgl.com/downloads/connector/php/ where you will find some basic details.

Thereafter, enter the Host Name, User Name, Password, and Database Name for your database.

The Additional Settings fields allow for further definition of your database. If, for example, you have had a
previous, but no longer required, database of the same name as you have entered in the field above, you
have the options to either drop (delete) the tables within the existing database or create full backups of the
tables and therefore retain the information just in case you need to step back from the current installation
utilising this backup.

You can also change the Table Prefix that Joomla! will use for all the tables in your database. You may want
this facility if you are running more than one Joomla! Web site from within the same database.

Warning!: Never use the prefix bak_ as this is used by Joomla! specifically for back-ups of tables within the
database.

Always ensure the inclusion of the single underscore character following the prefix you choose otherwise the
prefix will simply “run into” the table name. The default prefix is jos_.
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Your Database Configuration will now look similar to the following:

Basic Seftings

Database Type

The & probaby MySQL
mysql  [=]

Host Mame

localhost

Uiser Name

root

Password

T

Database Mame
install

- Advanced Settings

Drop Exasting Tables
@ Badwp Old Tables
Table Prefix
jos_

the hoster, or one that you

¥. This & the same password used

FECRITET

Completed Basic and Advanced Settings of the Database Configuration page

Once all the necessary settings have been entered correctly, click Next.

Note: We will detail some of the common problems and solutions in the Error Handling section at the back of

this manual rather than blur the picture at this stage.
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Step 5 - FTP Configuration

Due to file system permission and PHP Safe Mode restrictions on certain Linux based server hosts, a facility
has been introduced in Joomla! 1.5 that will allow all authorised Users to utilize the various Joomla!
Installation & upload processes available within the Control Panel. These include the Media Manager as well
as the Installation Manager. The FTP layer exists to handle file system manipulation.

1 Joomial Installation

Steps FTP Configuration =) Previcus | Mexi

1:Language
FTP Configuration:

2= Pre mstalation Chack
3z Liceasa

Enatie FTP Fle cystem Layer
.

4 Dadabacse P

52 FTP Configuration FTP Password
FTP st Puth
Autclind FTF Path || Varily FTP Sesings

8= Confguration

T = Finish
dranced Sethngs

FTP bt 127001
FTP Part 21

Tes
@

Srve FTP Padswond

k! @ Frog Softwinrs rolbaced et th GG, Luenss.

Step 5 — The FTP Configuration Screen

Enter the FTP username and password established during the preparatory section of this guide. This should
only have access to the Joomla! root directory, this will be the FTP Account that handles all file system
operations when Joomla! requires FTP access to complete a task.

Warning! For security reasons, it is best if a separate FTP User Account is created with access only to the
Joomla! installation and not the whole Web server if this option is available to you.

It is not generally necessary to worry about the FTP Configuration page for a localhost installation of Joomla!
, although the exception to this might be on a local network.

Note: The settings for the FTP Configuration can be entered, or edited after installation, within the Global
Configuration screen in the Control Panel->Site menu or through the Quick Icon on the Control Panel
workspace.

Note: We will detail some of the common problems and solutions in the Error Handling section at the back of
this manual rather than blur the picture at this stage.

Caution: It is important to note that if you run more than one Web site on your server that the pathway to the
root directory will change for each site — the other four settings will not necessarily have, or on shared
hosting likely be able, to change.

Once you have completed the required information, as necessary or, if you do not require the FTP
Configuration to be entered, click Next.
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Step 6 - Main Configuration

The Main Configuration screen allows the setting of three critical elements for the installation of Joomla! to
your Web server.

T deormial Installation

Steps Main Configuration

Stw Harew

The Main Configuration sc”reenc;‘ tr—me jad;ﬁla! installation process

There are three sections to the Main Configuration screen; the first of which is the Site Name. Whilst this
may appear obvious it does bear pointing out that this is also the name that will be used when site e-mails
are issued, or when error or access warning messages are issued from the Front-end of the Web site. Unlike
in earlier releases of Joomla!, and its predecessor, the Site Name will not appear in the User's browser title
bar. This entry can be edited at a later time in the Global Configuration->Site page of the Control Panel.

The second section relates to key information concerning the primary Super Administrator, you!

Enter your e-mail address, or the one that you want all site warnings, messages, and e-mails to be sent from
and that incoming contact methods will be directed to. It will appear as the From address on all Site outgoing
e-mail messages. There are also two text fields into which you should enter and confirm the password that
you will (as the primary Super Administrator) use to login to the Web site, in combination with the default
username, for the primary Super Administrator, of admin.

Caution: It is worth pointing out that at least for public sites the MySQL,FTP, and Login usernames and
passwords should not be the same. To do so would add unnecessary security risks.

Note: If you are migrating data from an existing Joomla! 1.0 installation, or uploading a full SQL back-up
from an existing Joomla! 1.5 installation, you do not need to complete these first two sections as the
information will be automatically transferred within the migration script or back-up file.

Caution: An additional security suggestion that you might consider is to change the User admin to
something less obvious once the installation is completed. This can be done (along with any subsequent
changes you wish to make to the password) in the Control Panel->Site menu->User Manager screen of
the Administrator Back-end.

The third and final section relates to the data that you may, or indeed may not, want to include in the
installation process. Essentially you have three choices:

1) enter the default sample data that Joomla! provides within the core distribution,
2) Migrate the data from an earlier version of Joomla! using the migration tools available, or

3) do neither of these and start a completely fresh and empty installation of Joomla!. In addition it is
also possible to upload existing data from perhaps a back-up that has been created from another
Web site although there is no specific procedure in this section to undertake this.

Looking at these options one at a time:
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Installing the Default Sample Data

The sample default data is a collection of Sections, Categories, Articles, Web Links, News Feeds, and
various other examples of content that have been written simply to demonstrate some of the functionality of
Joomla! (much of the content is also quite informative and useful). The data is contained in an SQL file within
the core installation.

By default the Install Default Sample Data radio button is selected, but in order to complete the installation of
the Sample Data you must also click the adjacent Install Sample Data button. Provided all goes well you will
notice that this button transforms into a confirmatory message box stating that the Sample Data Installed
Successfully; you are then ready to complete this section by clicking Next.

Warning! It is not possible to simply do an SQL back-up of a 1.0.x version Web site and upload this to a 1.5
version installation as a result of the significant changes that have taken place with regard to the framework
of Joomlal.

Installing a Compatible SQL Script File

There may be situations where for example you have your own localised — in language terms — version of the
Sample Data, or a back-up of data from an existing Joomla! 1.5 Web site that you wish to restore/install into
the new Web site you are creating. You should complete the Old Table Prefix, and Migration Script items
below.

Installing a Migration SQL Script File from an earlier Joomla! version 1.0.x installation

There is a separate and detailed guide on migrating content from earlier Joomla! installations available from
the Joomla! Help Site regarding the Migrator Component.

If you are migrating or restoring data select the Load Migration Script radio button. You will notice that this
then enables the additional fields for Old Table Prefix, Old Site Encoding, and Migration Script.

Old Table Prefix:

This is the prefix used in the database from which the data is being transferred. For example, it may be
mos_ from a default Joomla! 1.0 installation or, if uploading from a core SQL file #__.

Old Site Encoding:

Refers to the Language Encoding used by the donor MySQL database also known as the Collation. Joomla!
1.5 must be encoded with the UTF-8 language. The Old Site Encoding details can be obtained by referring
(in PHPMyAdmin) to the Databases tab of the main page.

Migration Script:

Browse to the Migration Script SQL data file you want to upload from a Joomla! 1.0.x installation that has
been created using the Migrator Component.

Warning: The Migrator Component clearly cannot compensate (add) data to any new fields that have been
added by the Joomla! 1.5 development (it's good but not magical) therefore it is recommended that you
check all migrated data and complete any missing fields that require such action. The most prevalent of
these will be the Alias field of Sections, Categories, and Articles.

| have already uploaded...:

Select this check box if you find that the SQL file is too big to handle (memory and time limit errors) and
upload the file in the joomla_root/installation/sql/migration/ called migrate.sql (no
compression allowed).

This script is a Joomla! 1.0 migration script:

Check this box if (and only if) you are migrating data from an earlier Joomla! 1.0 Web installation, having
used the com migrator Component. This will enable the built in automatic process to complete the
transformation of the data to a compatible format with the Joomla! 1.5 framework.

Once you have completed the details on this page select the Next button to proceed to the final step.
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Step 7 - Finish

1 loomial’ mstallation

Steps Finigh e % scee @

Congratulations! Joomial i instalied
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The Finish page of the installation process
Well, if you have successfully got to this page, then you have passed the first test. Congratulations!

Before proceeding to view the results of your efforts you need to open the root directory of your Joomia!
installation and delete the Installation Directory (highlighted in the following image)

| . administrator

| cache

| components

| images

| includes

| installation Delete |

| language

| libraries

| logs

| media

| modules

| plugins

| templates

| tmp

L. xmirpc

& CHANGELOG.php

@ configuration.php
configuration.php-dist

i COPYRIGHT.php
htaccess.bct

' index.php

i index2.php

i INSTALLphp

i LICENSE.php
robots. bt

LY

L ERL O IR T

. Directory & File listing highlighting installation file to be deleted

Joomlal has been configured that until this directory is removed you will not be able to proceed beyond this
point and therefore complete the installation.

Warning! An administrative error in the preparation of the Joomla! V1.5 RC2 and RC3 releases meant that
this safety measure was disabled and therefore anyone using this release is able to complete the installation
without deleting the directory. We apologise for this oversight and strongly recommend that you still remove
the directory for the security of your Web site.
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Once you have deleted the installation directory you can either select the Site or the Admin buttons. The
former will open the Site Front-end view of your new Joomla! Web site and the latter will take you to the
Administrator Back-end login screen:

Y1 Joomlal™ localhost

Joomla! Administration Login

Use 3 valkl username and
passward to gain access to Username @dmin|
the Adminstraior Back-end.

Password

Language Dsfaut El

P -
fm] Login '(\_:I

Heturn to site Home Page

Joomiais Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.
The Administrator Login Screen

Enter the username admin and the password you entered in Step 6 of the installation process, before
selecting the Login button.

You will then enter the Administrator Back-end:

1 Joomial lecalhost

[ S —

The Administrator Back-end — Control Panel

...and that is it! You are now ready to Joomla!. Enjoy your experience and we hope you will be able to
develop your Web site to its full potential for the purpose you desire.

Good Luck!
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Manual Installation

In certain circumstances there might be a problem with using the standard Browser Installation method
described, but all is not lost. It is possible to install Joomla! in a more complex, but never-the-less straight-
forward process provided it is completed in sequence.

Step 1 — Create and edit the configuration file

Open the local directory where you uncompressed the Joomla! Core distribution directories and files and
copy the file configuration.php-dist.

Rename the copied file to configuration.php, and open it in your code editor.

Edit the following fields in particular, prior to saving the file in the joomla root/ directory of the installation.
The remaining fields can be edited through the Global Configuration screen of the Control Panel->Site
Menus. See the image on the next page for a highlighted reference to these particular fields.

var $sitename ='your Web site name';

var S$dbtype = 'mysql’

var S$host = 'localhost'

var Suser = 'your database username’
var S$password = 'your database password';
var $db = 'database name';

var $dbprefix = 'jos_'; // This is the default database table prefix. Change this to whatever you change
the MySQL table prefix to in Step 2.

var $secret = 'FBVigglkSlAzZEU9H'; //Change this to a random mixture of upper and lower
alphanumeric characters. This is an important security feature and should not be neglected.

Note: It is not essential to enter the FTP data at this point as the information can be added within the Global
Configuration screen once installation is completed.

var $ftp host = '127.0.0.1%; //This is the default localhost address reference. Your Web host may have
set this differently.

var $ftp port = '21%// Port 21 is the default FTP port on most operating systems, but may have been
configured differently by your host provider.

var $ftp user = 'your ftp username’;

var $ftp pass "your ftp password";
var $ftp root = 'the absolute path of the directory that the ftp client should open within';
$ftp enable = '1'; Setto'1' to enable the FTP layer facility.

var $tmp path = '/tmp'; //The absolute path to the tmp directory within the root directory of your
Joomla! installation. This should not be confused with the same named directory of your Web server.

var $log path = '/var/logs'; //The absolute path to your Web server log directory.
var $mailfrom = 'your e-mail address';
var $fromname = "'your Web site name for example";

For further detail and a highlighted illustration of the configuration.php as it needs to be entered please
see the next page.
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1  <iphp
2 fe=
3 * @vezsicn $Id:; configuration.php-dist BE03F 2007-05=-09 17:41:192 jinx ¥
4 * dpackage Joomla
5 * Roopyrighe Copyright {C) 2005 - 2006 Open Scuroe Martcers. ALl righes rassewed.
£ * @license CHU/GPL, aee LICENSE. php
7 “ Joomla! ias fres software and parts of it may contain or be derived from th‘
f ¢ GNU General Fublic License or other fres or open scurce software licenses.
% * Z3gs COFYRIGHT.php for copyright notices and details.
16 -
S5 [—— — — — — — — —
12+ THIS SHOULD ONLY BE USED AS A LAST RESCAT WHEN THE WEB INSTALLER FAILS
13 =
14 + If yeu are imstallimg Jeomla manually i.e. not using the webk imstaller
1% * ghen renasme this file to configuration.php #.49.
16 S
17 * UHIX => myv configuratiocn.php=dist comnfiguration.php
ig * Windows —-»> renams configuration.php-dist configuration.php
19 -
20 % Mow edit this file and sonfigure the paramesters for your site and
21 * database.
22 -y
23 e=lass JCanfig |
24 -
25 o= =====
2 * gite configuration asotion
27 - = = == == = = = =
28 -F
25 f* Sive Settings =S
s var $offline = "0%;
a1 var foffline message ™ "This site is down for maintemance.<br /> Please check back again scon. 'y
32 war Ssivename = "Joomlal®: #f Mame sf Jesala sive Change this to your own web site name
33 rar Seditor = "tinymce";
34 var $liet_limic = "20';
as var Slegacy = 0%
3e
37 o
38 % ——————o————————————————co———————co—=== ——= — s ———
as * Database configuration section
0 - - —_— —_— - - - _— —_—
a1 Ses the section in the Browser Installation regarding the
42 database setting s for reference of the entries required here
43 A Normally mysqgl
44 £ This is normally set to localhost
as S5 HyAQL userssme
16 A HySQL pasawssd
47 £7 Hy3QL database name
48 ff Do not change unless you need tol
49
50 f* Server Seteings =/ The Web Browser Installation method will normally create a unique
51 vaz Sssccet = 'FEVEgEIkSlRsEUSH';|  SecTebwAld howevel thialaclesienal goasihje during the manual
52 war Sgzip = '0°; configuration of this file thersfors you should replace this with a
53 var Serror_reporting = "=1°: randem sequence of alphanumernics in upper and lower case.
54 var Ghelpurl = *‘hrep:S//help.jcomla.crg’:
55 rar Smlrpe_sesver = "1';
e Refer to the Web Br d for of the
ap required entries for these fields.
55 Enter the details within the pairs of single quote marks,
&0 The only additional field is the var Sfcp enable = * ' : - to enable
E1 this simply enter the numernc 1 between the singlé quote marks.
Zi The var Stmp path is the absolute path to the tmp folder in the
64 g poomila_ rood N
&5 The vas Slog_path is the absolute path 1o your web servers log file
EE £* ssssion seattimgs */ -
&7 var Slifetime = "157; £ Bession time
3 rar Sssasion_handler = "database';
L5
7o F* Mail Settings =S
J1 var fmailer = *mail®;
72 The var fmailfromis the e-mail address for the web site.
73 The var $Firomname is the name of the web site, for exampile.
74 var Ssendmail = usr/sbin/sandmail® ;
75 war Samtpauth = *0
TE rar Ssmtpuser = *
T TaE Ssmtppass = "";
T8 war Ssmtphost = "localhost®;
78
an F* caches Ssccings =/f
81 war Scaching = "0°;
B2 var Scachetims = "S00%;
a3 wvar $cache_handler = "file®;
a4
8% £+ Debug Seccings =/
BE var Sdebug = "0z
B7 var Sdebug_d = "0y
1 wvar Sdebug lang = 0%
a8s
50 £% paca Sercings =S
a1 var SMetaDesc = “"Joomla! = the dynamic portal sngine and content managemant aystem’;
52 war SMetaReys = *joomla, Joomla';
93 var fMectaTicle = "1°;
94 Tar SMeraRuthsr = "17;
25
19 F* 3EQ Ssttings *F
97 wvar Ssaf = "0';
5B var Ssef _rewsice = "07;:
£l
100 F* Feesd Settings =F
101 var $feed limit = 10y
ig2 )
103
104

Default configuration.php created from configuration.php-dist
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Step 2 — Edit the SQL file

Open the directory installation->sql->mysql. You will be presented with the following files:

@ |index.html
joomla.sgl
sample_data.sqgl

Contents of installation->sql->mysql directory

Open the file joomla. sgl in your editor and edit the database table prefix. Use the Find and Replace
command of your editor and enter #__ (hash double-underscore) in the Find field and jos_ in the Replace
field and select Enter. Save the file ensuring this is done with UTF-8 No BOM encoding only. This is
extremely important for the operability of the installation. This file will create the table structure of your
Joomla! Database.

If you want to add the Sample Data to your database you need to follow the same procedure with the
sample data.sql file, again ensuring it is saved with UTF-8 No BOM encoding only.

Further Information: The BOM (Byte Order Marker) adds a line of code to the top of a data stream - much
like a signature. Joomla! does not require this signature and accordingly you must always ensure that the
editor you use does not add it. Windows Notepad for example, adds this code amongst other things and
should always be avoided.

Step 3 — Upload the files to the Web server

Upload the Joomla! Core Distribution directories and files as previously described, to the Web root directory
or named sub-directory of your Web server, including the newly created configuration.php file, using an
FTP client program or your Web hosts control panel if provided. If the installation is on your local computer
you can simply copy or move the files to the Web server directory.

Note: The Installation directory is not needed for a Manual Installation so you can delete it and reduce the
upload time.

Step 4 — Create the database and import the joomla.sql data

Access your database server using your preferred MySQL control system, we are going to use
PHPMyAdmin and create the database with the name you entered in the configuration.php file at Step
1. If you are on a shared hosting, remote server you will probably have been given a specific Database
name and do not therefore need to take this action.

phpRiLLAdinln
localhost phpMyAdmin - 2.10.3
BEELD
———————— B Server version: 5.0 45-community-nt » MySQL chent version: 5.0.45
Database L » Protocol version: 10 » Used PHP extensions: mysql
(Databases) . 70 83 Sewver localhost via TCPIP € Language @:| English
» User: rooti@localhost & = ~
leres R e [ MySQL charset UTF-8 Unicode (utf8) Theme | Style:| Original [=
[ MysQL connection collation: utt8_general_ci - @ » Fontsize: 100% |~
& Create new database @ B phpMyAdmin documentation
jomia utfd_general_ci -| [ Create B phpMyAdmin wiki
© Show MySQL runtime information & Official phpMyAdmin Homepage
@ Show MySQL system variables @ » [Changelog] [Subversion [Lists]

% Processes @
[E Character Sets and Collations
B Storage Engines
P Reload privileges @
£ Privileges
i Databases
& Export
& Import
H Log out
php
= Open new phpMyAdmin window

Create a new database
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Select the Import tab in PHPMyAdmin and then browse to the correct directory from the
joomla_rootlinstallation/sql/mysql directory and select the edited joomla.sqgl file. Click Go and the data
is imported into the database to create the table structure of the installation. Replace
joomla_rootlinstallation with the correct path to the file on your local disk.

phpiiificmin &) Server: localhost » (& Database: joomia Select the Import option
Bl =) E|E=) fStructure  SOL . Search mQuery Export WIMPSM  f20perations g Privileges X Drop
Database
joomia (0 '+ Import o
L N— - Browse to the edited joomla_sgl file.
= Edl llwt
joomia (0) \ : fr‘“’ = i
B Location of the text file | D bamppihtdocsjoomia| Browse... | (Mao: 16,384KIB)
database. Character set of the file: g -

Imparted file compression will be automatically detected from: None, gzip, oip

rPartial imgport
<1 Allow interrupt of import in case sonpt defects it is cose to time limit

This might be good way io import large files, however it can break transachions
Number of records(queries) to skip from stan 0

rFomat of imported file
@ S0L

SQL options

S0L compatbility mode NONE [=
]

Importing joomla.sql file into prepared database

After the data is successfully installed you will notice that the Tables are now displayed in the left hand pane
of the PHPMyAdmin interface.

EEEEGD * @ Server: localhost » [ Database: joomla
= o Structure T SOL Search  gaQuery giExport BIMPOrt  L8operations =3 Privileges ¥ Drop
jooenia (36) =

[ Wrpon has bien successhdly inshed, 136 quefies executed

B ps_caegones Import
B ps_contacs_details e o imgen

P . .
B pacostant_Sustpogs Locaton of the e i | Browse. | (Max 16,384Ki5)

B ps_coee_scl_am Characier set of the file: | uie |
oA ceu_Beart o Impared file compression will be automatcaly detecied from: None, gop, Zip

pos_core_acl grougs aret - Partial import

_tog ¢
B ps_core_log_searches. # Alow intermupt of import in case script detects it is cose to time limit
P This might be good way 10 import karge files, however it can break ransactions
B os_man_types Mumber of records(queries) 1o Skip from stan 0

B s_megration_backknks r Formal of imgored file
@ SQL

%'i

S0L oplors
SOL compatibibly mode RONE =
Lo

i

34
¥

Hil

b

- HENENNEEEENEAE
PEREERIRRRERER

¥

Successful Import of joomla.sql into the database displaying newly created Tables
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Congratulations, you have now successfully manually created your Joomla! Web site. To verify this open
your browser and enter the address (in our demonstration examples' case) localhost/joomla (replace
localhost/joomla with the full URL if the installation is on a remote server) and you will see your new Web site
all-be-it it will look pretty bare. You will not be able to access the site to log in and the Administrator Back-end
will not be accessible as you do not yet have an admin user.

8% Joorial

Main Menu Welcome to the Frontpage

Powered by Walid and

Basic Joomla! Web site view after completion of database and Table creation

By default Joomla! creates the Main Menu with the associated Home Menu ltem, but that is all that is
available.

Proceed to the next step to Create an administrator user account Step 5.
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Step 5 — Create the primary administrator user account

In order to create the first administrator user you must enter the following Query into the database using the
MySQL administration panel (or command line). This will set the initial username as admin and the
password as admin.

Warning!: You must edit this password immediately you complete the installation particularly on a public/live
Web site otherwise your whole Web site will be vulnerable to anyone who guesses the password

INSERT INTO “jos_users’ VALUES (62, 'Administrator', ‘admin’, 'your-email@email.com’,
'21232f297a57a5a743894a0e4a801fc3', 'Super Administrator', 0, 1, 25, '2005-09-28 00:00:00', '2005-09-28
00:00:00, ", ");

INSERT INTO “jos_core_acl_aro® VALUES (10,'users','62',0,'Administrator’,0);

INSERT INTO “jos_core_acl_groups_aro_map" VALUES (25,",10);

Use the data in the code box above to create an Administrator account by Running an SQL Query within the
PHPMyAdmin interface.

€3 Server: localhost » & Database: joomla__ Select the SQL tab

.
g5 Structure  MSOL  Search @Query @Export Jalmport %¢Operations g3Privileges 3 Drop

rRun SQL query/queries on database joomla: @
INSERT INIO "“jos_users”™ VALUES (€2, 'Administrator', 'admin’, '"your-emailBemail.com’,
"21232L297a5TA5AT43E94a0e4a301023", 'Super Adminiscrator', 0, 1, 23, "2005-09-2& 0Q:00:Q0°,
"2005-09-28 00:0 P
THSERT INTO “do. :e_acl_n.:: VALUES (10, "usera’, *&2", 0, *Adminiscrator®,d)
IMSERT INIO “jos core acl groups aro map” VALUES (25,'°,10):
MNote: This is a cropped view of
the page simply for visual effect.
You will see this segment
displayed within the full
PHPMyAdmin interface.
[ Delimiter - ] & Show this query here again Go |

= Open new phpMyAdmin window
Run SQL Query view prior to running the Query

Select the SQL tab of PHPMyAdmin and enter the code in the Query window. When ready click the Go
button. After a few seconds you should receive a confirmation that the query was successful as follows:

£ Server: localhost » & Database: joomla

9 Structure M S0OL Search (©QUeTY mExport Z:mpert  %2Operations =i Privileges X Drop

[@ Your SQL query has been executed successiuly

SOL query:
INSERT INTO “jos_users’

VALUES { 62. "Adrinestralod’, "admin’, “your-email@emal cont’, 21232429757 a0aT4 3534 aled B0 T, Super Adrminsstratedr’, 0, 1, 25, "2005-08-23 00000007
2005-09-28 00:00:00°, °. " J vs: 1

INSERT INTOD “jos_core_acl_ara”

VALUES | 10. ‘users’. &2, 0, ‘Administrator’, 0

INSERT INTO “jos_core_ac|_groups_aio_map’

VALUES [ 25 " 10 f 1

[ Edit] [ Create PHP Code |

MyPHPAdmin Confirmation screen of successful Query execution

If all goes according to plan you will now be able to access the Administrator Back-end of your Joomla! Web
site.

Warning!: You must delete the installation/ directory from your joomla_root/ directory. This is an essential
security measure and must not be overlooked.
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Enter localhost/yoursitename/administrator into the address box of your browser (replace
localhost/yoursitename/ with the full URL if the installation is on a remote server), and the following screen
will be displayed:

1 Joomlal” Joomla!

Joomla! Administration Login

Use a vabd ussrmams and

passwaond o gan sccass o USErmame
fhe Admansirater Back-and
Fassword
Return bo ske Home Page
Language | Defauk -
a
)] Login )

Jeormia' s Free Software released undar the GNUGPL License.

The Administrator Login page of your Web site
Enter the username admin and the password admin and click the Login button.

Your first task must be to edit the User admin. Open the User Manager by clicking the Quick Icon on the
Control Panel.

ormical” Joomlal

‘f‘f o

M Menus  Comest  Comgonents  Enensions  Tools  Welp

Select tﬁe User M;'anager Quick Icon

This will open the User Manager:

1 Joormlal Joomla!

Lite Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help M Preview [ Logout
- 1
e

O User Manager Q 0/ @ Q
Logowt Delee Ede Mgy Help

Faer [(Go |[ Resm -SelsctGroup - ||| - Select Log Status - =]
2 [ Name.a Username Logged in  Enabled Group E-Mail Last Wisit L]

]  Administrator admin - - Super Administrador your-emai@emallcom 2007-05-18 18:35.48 &2

Dapay 2 20 [=] (© o 1| best i D) Pagefof1

Joomia' is Free Software released under the GHIIGPL Licanse.
The User Manager access screen

continued...
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Click on the Administrator name and edit the details to your own preferences paying particular attention to
the password and the e-mail address.

1 Joomlal” Joomla!

e Content mponents Extensions Toanls Help & P w 0 B Osgem
&8 ' User: (e e v Q O
Save Apply Cicae Heip
sor Datails Parameters
Namo  Admersstrator Back-end T
Select Language
Usemname g Language =]
Front-end
E-mad your-emal@eral com I:?I'q;::e -Select Language - [=]
New Password —
Virly Pagdomord L
Growp | Pubbe Froctend - B | Local [=]
L] -
e one | {UTC 00.00) Wesiem Eurcpe Tre. London, Lsbory Cassbianca [ ]
- Exdtor
- Publisher
Pubbc Backend Contact Information
- Mansger
- Admiristraton
L Super Admrestrator |
= tacd cetals nbed o S Us
2. = Cootnet = Manags
Recaive System E-maily uo @ v

Begister Date  J005-00.28 00 00 00
Last Viwit Date 2007-08-15 16:35:48

Joosi’ s Free Software neleased under the GNIGFL Lo

The User: [Edit] screen with the e-mail and password fields highlighted

You can select and change any of the other details as you wish to at this stage, but you probably could do
with a cup of tea (or something stronger!).

Congratulations, you now have access to your basic, clean installation of Joomia!.

If this is the first time you have used Joomla! and want to see how it all could look with a bit of effort you will
want to install the sample data. Proceed to Step 6 - Install Sample Data.

If, however, you are now satisfied with what you have created and wish to develop the site yourself proceed
to Step 7 — Finish
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Step 6 — Import the sample_data.sql data (optional)

If you require the sample data to be installed to the database you must complete a further Import process.
Select the Import tab in the PHPMyAdmin interface and browse to the renamed installation
i Server: localhost » & Database: joomla

r§ Structure  1SQL  J Search ([@Query &:Export &:lmport  <s0perations g Privileges ¥ Drop

Import

—File to import
Location of the text file jmysqlisample_data sql| Browse... | (Max: 16,384KiB)
Character set of the file: ulf3 (=]

Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: None, gzip, zip

rPartial import
[ Allow interrupt of import in case scnipt detects it is close to time imit. Thus might be good way to import karge files,
however it can break transactions.

Number of records(quenes) to skip from start 0

rFormat of imported file:
2 SaL

S0L compatibility mode NONE (=]

SQL oplions
[@

(Go]

= Open new phpMyAdmin window
Import screen ready for the instruction to proceed with import
Once the file is selected from the browser click Go.
If all goes according to plan you will receive a confirmation message.

(i) Import has been successfully finished, 210 queries executed.

Confirmation message for successful Import of the sample_data.sql

When you next Login to the Administrator Back-end (or refresh your browser if already there) you will now
see the Back-end has been fully populated by the Sample Data.

1 Joomlal’ Joomla!

e Menus Cemtenm Ceenponens Extensions Teoin Heip N P o B O iogp
—_— * Welcome 1o Joombal
A l
C BB Congratylation oo choopng Joomia oy your confec! management wrsbem Wiy hope you
ane abie 8o creste 8 ecCewsil wpbale with our progrem and maytbe you willbe stls i
Artcie Steie Matage F Pags Uanage ettee Uatage 8 1ot Bact tn the comeyndy igter

To makos your siart wiih Joomia' 88 smoof a3 possble, we wand iv gve you some
poriers %0 docvmentaion. Commen quesions #nd hedp 0 seturreg your seneer A poad
bl wlece ip siari i Tie "kbachie Begnnens Gude o Joomis™

Feet youf mosl Commen Queslens Pe beal place o 1 ieling fof snawens 8 e
Freguenty Asted Cuestens (FAD) ares. i you are sheck o & pariculsr screen inhe
ry Uaragr Weda Warape Pt MLBrg Lamgeaie Langper Admnaivaten ared of Joomia’ | which B where you ire aw, D iry cleling on the
Help lobar buBos which you will frd on simost ol soreens. This will ke yeu bo 8 page
aboul A Boree 0 Our i Sae ¥ you sl have quesions then lake o ook £n dur
Torar vehuch i mosl Bely Da Bgped resource o Joomia' there i and you will fred
‘m " Alred? every Suesion antw ered 1 leaal o0, 82 Please Y vang the search funcios
[eafere asiing your guesion.
Secufty i 8 by conters fof ol witich B why Wi would s you i Sobieribe i e
anacussement forum by ciciing oa e Hosly busn) is shuarys pet the isiest
mderrmateet o few feisten dor Joomiar Y bu ARSUR RIS 68d D ooy
Adminintratar's Securty Checkisl aad regulsrly check the sezurty forem

Wt Bopt you have much fus 8 sucoess Wih Jnomial 8nd gt I S8 you N e
forem among the Sundreds and Msysands ¢f contribetory

Vour Joomial team =
PS5 Ta refmone Tk Medsade, Seiele Ihe “Waltoms 1 Josma" modul 0 De

Adenalnatsr ereen of me Uoie WARSEHS! (B0 e Exertont menii ). Heres & fuh
12 R SRR

Logged in Users
Popular
Racent added Articles

¥ Menu Stats

Jocmia’ m Fred 53 fwang relsased under the GNWGP, License

Administrator Back-end — The Control Panel with Sample Data installed
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It is now advisable to scout around the functions of the Control Panel and see what everything can do and
getting used to the Joomla! way of doing things.

The Front-end display also looks considerably healthier with the Sample Data installed. Spend some time
navigating around and getting a feel for Joomla!

4 Joomial

Hame

& Home
» Joomia! Querviaw
& Joomial Licanas

* lore about Joomls
» FAQ

& Thi Maws

* Web Links

& Haws Fadds

* Joomial Home
* Joomiat Forums
* Joomiat Help

* (58 Heama

® Adrmialiaton

* Exiensions
# Contenl Lapouts
+ Example Pages

Login Form

Uisernama
admin

Password

Remember Me

Abssat SOCaTHE!

Latest News

Corfant Layouts

&' Camnmunity
o Jeomia!

Welcome to the Frontpage
Waelcome to Joomkal

The Community

Popular

Joomia! Qversew

A

Joomia! i o free open source iramework and costent publishing sysiem designed for quick
creating highly NSersctive mult-anguage Web sies, caling Commsmtes, madia portals, Bogs

and eComnmarce appcations.

Soomilal proace s BN BESFI0-US Qraghical Us et intertace that

simplfias e managemsnt and pubkshing of lange wlumss of
content ncluting HTML, S50umants, and rch mada. Joomial is
used by ceganisaions of a8 s2es for Public Websies, Invanets

and Exracsets and is supponied by 3 community of Sousands of

Powered By
vergion L5
users
Reag io Joomial

We are Violunteers Mo

The Jogmis! Core Team consisls ol voluniger
dewelopers, crealives, adminisirators and
managers, This will-Gigd maching i olen
CoERd Bul AEver SWpAssed Joomia! nas
soma wonsderally talanisd people laking open
SOUICH CONCHTRS 10 Tuf fonglrant of indusiry
standards. Joomia! 1.5 s a major beap forward
and represants ths most Song Jocemis!
release in the histery of T project

What is the FTP layer for? & & =2
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You can Login to the Front-end using the same username and password as you do for the Back-end. A more
secure alternative is to have a separate username and password for Front-end access.

To complete the installation proceed to Step 7 — Finish.
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Step 7 — Finish

Delete the installation directory

If you did not delete the Installation directory at Step 3 before uploading the core package to the server you

need to do so now.

administrator
cache
components
images
includes

installation

Delete

LY

LEN S S

language
libraries
logs
media
modules
plugins
templates
tmp
xmlrpc

i CHANGELOG.php
i configuration.php
configuration.php-dist
i COPYRIGHT.php

htaccess.txt

i index.php

' index2.php

i INSTALL.php
i LICENSE.php

robots.txt

Step 7 — Delete the installation directory

Warning! It is essential that the installation directory is removed as soon as you have completed the
installation. Failure to do so will leave a significant security risk for your Web site. As you have already found,
unlike the browser installation you are able to access the site without taking this step and the consequences
could be catastrophic further down the time line!

Well, that is it all finished. We hope you enjoy using Joomla! and invite you to become an active part of the

ever-expanding Community that makes Joomla! so special.

Further Information: If you have been helped by this guide, let others know about it. If you have any
comments or suggestions to make on the content or coverage that we provide, please visit the User

Documentation forums.

Note:If you would like to assist in the preparation of additional documentation for Joomla! please let us know,
again on the forums. We are always on the look-out for new contributors.
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Known Issues & Error Handling

Note: We are generally holding off on compiling this section until the final release of Joomla! 1.5 is made.
We will add obvious repetitive issues that have a common thread in the forums as they arise, or are identified
by the Developers and Quality and Testing Work Groups.

configuration.php file not writable

This is the most common error that Users encounter when first installing Joomla! This does not mean the
installation cannot proceed but does mean there will at least be an extra step at the end of the installation
process. There are 4 ways of rectifying the situation:

® Do a manual installation

e Create a completely empty file, name it as configuration.php and upload it to your joomla_root/
directory before commencing the installation. Joomla! will then enter the details as the installation
proceeds as normal.

e Wait until the end of the installation when at Step 7 the Finished Screen is displayed a list of the
variables and settings for the configuration.php file will be displayed. These should then be
copied and pasted into a new text document and saved as configuration.php.

e As with the last suggestion wait until the end and using the information provided in Step7 manually
alter the content of the configuration.php-dist file (this is simply an example file and not a
part of the functioning installation) included with all Joomla! installations. There is clearly a greater
chance with this method of making mistakes so greater care should be taken. Once the variables
have been correctly edited, change the name of this file and save it as configuration.php

Caution: Whenever creating a new file for the Joomla! installation you must avoid using certain text editors
such as Notepad, WordPad, Word, for example as they unfortunately have a tendency to add unwanted and
unnecessary code that may cause problems later on.

Register Globals is set to on — Shared Hosting Problem

In Step 2 the Pre-installation Check screen Joomla! has identified that your Host has register globals
setto On or 1 (this is the number 1)

Before trying any of the following check your Hosts Web site for FAQ's or Help on this issue. If nothing is
found, ask the host if they support the use of PHP variables in local . htaccess and/or local php. ini files.

There are a number of ways of effecting the necessary change if these are supported by your Host provider.

Jhtaccess

In an .htaccess file add one of the following lines of code:

php flag register globals 0 (this is a zero numeral)

or enter

php_flag register_globals Off
The file is placed in the joomla root/directory of your Web server. Alternatively, if appropriate the line can
be added to an existing .htaccess file already created for SEF/SEO purposes from the htaccess.txt file
included in every Joomla! installation.

Note: The file is recursive which means it will work for all directories beneath the root directory in which it is
placed.

If one version of the code does not work try the other.

If neither work then try the code and file defined in the next section.
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php.ini

An alternative is to try to use a php.ini file method instead. Again, this is an option that must be available
with your Web server Host. Create a new file and save it as php.ini and include one of the following lines of
code.

register globals = 0 (this is a zero numeral)

or enter
register_globals = Off

or enter
register globals = "Off"

Place a copy of the php.ini file in both the joomla_root/ and the joomla_root/administrator/ directories.

Warning!: If the message is resolved (check the System Information screens in the Help Menu) then it is
necessary, as this file is not recursive, to place a copy in every directory that has a .php file in it.

If you want to avoid the message during installation add the copies ahead of uploading the files to your Web
server. It may be easier and quicker to do this in your HTML/WYSIWYG editor rather than trying to do it on
the Web server.
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Nightly Build and SVN

Whilst Joomla! 1.5 is still in its development stages (currently RC3) changes are made to the code to correct
bugs and to improve stability on an almost hourly basis sometimes. The following methods (other than the
"Fresh Installation" do require some considerable patience at times to get working properly and should not
be followed unless you are sure you want or need the latest versions available.

Nightly Build

We strongly recommend therefore that as a minimum you keep right up-to-date by using the latest Nightly
Build.

Be aware that the Nightly Build is an automated process. It is created at the same time each day. The Nightly
Build does not include an automatic updater program, nor can you link directly into the Nightly Build and
have it add itself to your installation.

Caution: Before overwriting any of your files or making any related changes you should backup your existing
database, directory, and file structure so that you have a rollback point if things go wrong! You must make a
copy of your configuration.php file and any .htaccess or php. ini files together with images, media,
documents and other files you may have added and reintroduce these where appropriate.

You have a number of choices when using the Nightly Build as to how to use it:

Fresh Installation
You simply download the latest Nightly Build and install it as you would the "standard" Joomla!
package from Joomla! Code. If you are working on a local test environment it is a good idea to use this
method as you can always refer back to other installations if checking what has changed, and it is

ultimately possible to install as many versions as your computer has space for!
Overwrite the existing installation

You download the Nightly Build and unpack it from the compressed (zip) file, remove the installation
directory as it is not required and copy the remaining directories and files over you existing
joomla_root/ directory tree. This method is fine but has a number of drawbacks.
« You will lose any manual changes you have made to the core code,
« You might cause problems with any Extensions such as Components or Templates you have
added where these will only function with the original code.
« There may also be issues with regard to any files, images, other media, or documents that
have been uploaded and these
- Care needs to be taken when using this method as any files that may have been removed
from the core package due to them becoming redundant will be left behind and may well
cause problems if left in situ.
This method does allow you to continue to use the database already created as part of the RC3
original installation where appropriate.
Delete the current directoryf/file tree and upload the new directoryf/file tree
You delete the existing directory and file structure in joomla_root/ directory and, having uncompressed
the package and deleted the installation directory, you simply upload/copy the directories and files
from the Nightly Build into the joomla_root/ directory. You then return the backup copies of your
configuration.php, .htaccess, php.ini, images, media, documents and other files that you
created as per the warning above, and you should be good to go. Obviously this is the most disruptive
method if you have already installed Extensions or made adjustments to the core code as these will all
need to be added back in.
This method also allows you to continue to use the database already created as part of the RC3
original installation where appropriate.
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SVN
This is not recommended for novice Users. It is a Development tool and has the complexities to match!

If you are looking to develop Joomla! Extensions, learn the ins-and-outs of precisely how Joomla! is put
together, or are working on a particular project that demands the absolute latest version of Joomla!, and for
those helping test Joomla! to assist with the development and Quality and Testing process then we
recommend using Subversion (SVN).

You will find full details of the setting up of your local repository and access to the SVN downloads on the
Developer Site and accordingly we shall not repeat them here.
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Help Us to Help You

A few simple facts to start things off:

Joomla! is not a commercial business

there are no paid employees

everyone within the Core Team gives their time freely and for free
everyone within the various Work Groups give their time freely and for free
everyone is a VOLUNTEER,;

everyone involved with the development and support of the Project have real lives, jobs, and families
outside of Joomla!

to many Joomla! is far more than a just a hobby, it is a passionate extension of and addition to their
normal existence.

Joomla! is released as Open Source software — this means the code is provided and you can change
it, add to it, copy it, develop it further — and none of this will cost you a penny! We do insist that you
retain the copyright notices within the code and that you abide by the GNU GPL v2.0 license under
which the software is released.

the essence of Joomla! is the massive Community that has developed in a very short (in relative
terms) period of time be a part of it and help it move forward

There is a major ethos within the Community which most work to and that is “pay it forward”...what
this means is that where you may have asked for help in the past and been supported by existing
members in the Community, you in turn do the same for others seeking help when you are able to.

If you want to know something check to see whether your question has already been asked and answered in
the forums by doing a search before you ask a new question. The current built-in forum search is known to
be less than effective and we recommend that you run a Google search for "joomla" and then add key words
by using "+" sign ahead of a specific word to find within the results. Alternatively use the Advanced Search
facility of Google.

If, after running a search or two, changing the words or phrases used, you cannot find the answer start a new
topic in the forum.

Use the Forums

Before you post any questions, please:

1. Ensure you are in the right Fora. These are for Joomla! 1.5 only.

2. Verify you are using the most current version of Joomla! 1.5. Currently this is the RC3 version.
However, as Joomla! 1.5 is still in Development for improvements in code and bug fixing there are,
and will be, many regular changes to this the current Official Release. Please ensure where possible
that you have updated your installation with the latest Nightly Build as a minimum.

3. Search for your question. If you do not find it on the first search, search several more times using
different search terms. There are currently some limitations with the Forum Search so ideally use
Google Search/Advanced Search, and you will get better results.

4. There is a good chance your question has been asked and answered before, the more common
ones will be found in the the Help Site FAQ Section and the Tips and Hints . Whilst the majority of
this currently refers to Joomla! 1.0 many of the server, security, database, and other non-Joomla!
specific FAQ's are still applicable to Joomla! 1.5.

5. Check the Help Site: http://help.joomla.org for the current documentation available.

6. Please, do not send a Personal Message to any moderator, or other forum User for support unless
you are asked to. Moderators certainly are not obliged to respond to individual queries submitted this
way.
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« 7. Please make sure your question doesn't fit in elsewhere in a different, specialized board.
Please consider what your query really relates to.
As a brief guide to this:

General Forum:
for all questions relating to Joomla 1.5 that do not relate to any of the other Board Titles. If it is not a
question about Joomla! 1.5 specifically or a Extension etc then it does not belong here. Questions
relating to the Joomla! Extensions Directory (JED) for example should go in the Sites and
Infrastructure child forum specifically for this topic. Reporting "bugs" can be a tricky one some times, to
see if it is an easily (relatively speaking) problem post it here, Moderators can always move it to the
1.5 Development Q&T forum once it has been confirmed as a bug or potential bug requiring a detailed
look by Developers - who for the most part are too busy to get the chance to visit these "public" forums
too often.

Installation Forum:
for all questions/discussions relating to the Installation of the Joomla! core package and associated
server and database related question. This does not include the installation of Third Party Extensions
(Templates, Components, Modules, Plugins, Languages), as these all have their own boards. Whilst
the subject of individual Hosting Companies or issues with PHP, MySQL, Apache, will crop up we
cannot guarantee that you will always get the answer you perhaps want and will therefore need to go
to those "individual's" own Web sites for specific help.

Migrating & Updating Forum:
for all questions relating to the updating of a current release of Joomla! 1.5 and the Migration of a
Joomla! 1.0.x, Mambo 4.x.x, other CMS Web site to Joomla! 1.5 installation. It DOES NOT include
updating or migrating individual Third Party Extensions (Templates, Components, Modules, Plugins,
Languages) use the Extensions Forum where these all have their own boards

Security Forum:
for all questions relating to the Security of your Joomla! Web site and how to resolve particular issues
within your server that have a direct impact on Joomla! You can ask questions about your server or
database security, but bear in mind Apache, IIS, PHP, MySQL all have dedicated fora where you are
more likely to get specialised assistance.

Administration Forum:
for all questions relating to the Back-end Administrator and the functions of managing your Joomla!
Web site. This includes the Menus, Managers, User Management and other similar topics.

Extensions Forum and Child Fora:
for all questions relating to individual Joomla! Plugins, Modules, Components, and
enquiries/discussions about Third Party Extensions.

Template Forum and Child Fora:
For all questions relating specifically to the 3 (soon to be 47) default Joomla! Templates MilkyWay,
Beez, and Khepri, as well as general discussions on creating and using Templates in Joomla! and the
associated use of CSS & Design, HTML, and Accessibility and Usability issues and questions.
Languages Forum: General discussion on the use and functionality of alternate languages in Joomia!
which by default only ships with en-GB language files (apart from the Installation files)

Performance:
Speed issues, caching, database, and other related topics on how to maintain and improve the
performance of your Joomla! installation.
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Posting a New Topic (or when joining an existing thread with the same issues)

Once you have looked for similar responses in the appropriate Fora and you decide you do need to start a
new Topic, please be sure to include:

A Descriptive Title - please do not just say "Help Needed", "Joomla! won't work", "It's Broken"...well you get
the picture, many people will in fact just ignore those type of topic!

To start with make a brief note of what the specific issue is that you are experiencing, then:

1. What version of Joomla! you are using, including the SVN number or the date of the Nightly build
used where appropriate.

2. What version of PHP, MySQL, Apache (or other server) you are using?

3. What the operating system is. The information for 2 and 3 can be obtained from the Help Menu-
>System Info->System InfoTab.

4. Whether your installation is on a shared or dedicated remote host, or is on your local computer
(localhost).

5. Detailed description of the steps to reproduce the issue, and an explanation of what you have
done so far to try and resolve it.

6. Include screen shots of the relevant issue where possible (a picture is better than a thousand
words) click the Additional Options link beneath the editor window to add upto four images each no
more than 100KB in size (so crop and scale this as much as possible) You can also upload a
zipped/text file that may contain more relevant details to deal with the issue.

7. Sit back and wait for an answer (hopefully).

Some General Do's and Don'ts

1. Do not bump your message as this is against the Forum Rules and the post will be deleted. Do it
too often and you could find your account suspended or banned (in worst case scenario). Joomla! is
a world wide project and there is the issue of Time Zones as well as people's real lives that they have
to deal with first before getting to the forums.

2. Do not post the same Topic in multiple forums knownas cross-posting, or

3. Do not tack it on the end of someone elses (sort of) related issue - known as hijacking.

4. Do, by all means, add to the same thread if it is related to the same issue and you are not adding
to a thread that has been untouched for a couple of months or more. It is better to start a new topic in
this instance.

5. If adding to a thread be more descriptive than just saying "same with me" or "Me too!" or any other
such comment. Add to the thread constructively; post your details as above. The more information
those answering your question have, the less they have to ask for, and the likelihood is your question
will be answered more quickly than them having to ask the same question repeatedly in the thread.

Additional Information to consider including

Ensure you include Third Party Developer Extension version numbers where appropriate.

1. If you have a template question or a queastion related to the core code, please reference the
problematic section in *code* tags.

2. If your site is displaying any errors please copy and paste them, and note any recent changes you
have made to your Joomla! install.

3. A URL to your Website so other users can view your problem--and detailed instructions to
duplicate the issue.(Do not post your passwords/username on the Forums!)

4. Any relevant information that you think might be of assistance to others trying to answer your
questions.
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Successful Ending

Once your question has been answered:

1. Please amend your first post - the topic starter - by clicking Modify in that post and selecting the
Solved option from the Message icon: drop down list and then save your post to exit. You will notice
a green circle with a tick in it is appended to your Topic Subject. This tells others that the problem

has been solved and may well answer other people's queries.
2.If you manage to solve your issue yourself, please post a follow up message so that others can

learn from the solution. This is a major part of the Joomla! Community spirit.

Please follow the Forum Rules at all times they are there for a reason.
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Further Information

Details will be added in due course to this section. Typically this will comprise links to resources within the
Joomla! Sphere of operations, plus external resources of general use.

What to expect whilst Joomla! 1.5 is in development

Joomlal 1.5 has been some time in its development as the Developers - with the asistance of the vast
Joomla! Community - strive to make this an even better Content Management System than it already is.

We have already seen it through the Alpha and Beta development stages and are currently within the
Release Candidacy stages (at the time of writing we are awaiting RC3).

Alpha Phase

The Alpha Phase is (ironically) where it all starts! It includes the planning, feature consideration, Community
input, early development and testing, primary framework development, and essential decisions on the overall
structure. The Alpha release is so new it should not even see the public side of the Internet, other than for
essential remote testing of features on non-essential testing servers. There is serious risk of corruption of
data, security issues, as well as major changes to the framework, API, and database structure.

Beta Phase

The Beta Phase is where the Community - but in particular the developers within the Community - get to start
testing the new model. Major changes can still happen and there will be lots and lots (and lots...) of bug
testing, tweaking, and corrections going on. The Beta Releases must not be used for Public sites there may
well be security issues that need to be overcome and there is a high probability of database changes and
some lesser framework changes that could corrupt data. At this stage Third Party Developers are likely to
start getting interested in developing their Extensions for the future and language and documentation work
generally starts in earnest. Those keen to help or keep right up-to-date can use the SVN or Nightly Builds.

Release Candidacy Phase

The Release Candidacy Phase is where the major changes have all (generally - but not always) been
completed and is the first time where the software can be considered safe enough to be used for Public
sites. However, there are still risks attached and there will be bug fixing, and some minor changes that will
occur. To be sure of having the safest setup it is recommended to keep up-to-date using the Nightly Builds,
but there are still occasions where these can cause breaks within a site and need to be used with caution
and always back-up your data first! Use of the SVN is less predictable for Live Sites at this stage and should
very definitely be treated with caution. Keep right up-to-date with issues and bugs that have been found and
are being addressed in the Developer 1.5 Quality and Testing forums. You can even contribute to this
process as well!

Stable Phase - Full Release

This is the key release stage where the software is deemed ready for Public usage. There will be minor
updates, patches, and feature expansion, but these will have been fully tested before release. The patches
are more often than not related to security issues that arise or are discoverd, with PHP, MySQL, or Apache
upgrades. Joomla! will always strive to make sure that you have the most secure use of the software all of
the time.
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Version Convention

Joomla! release versioning follows a numerical convention comprised of three numbers: Major, Minor and
Maintenance. The version is presented in the major.minor[.maintenance] format.

Major Release Number (X.1.1)
An increment of the major number generally indicates a major rework or rewrite of the code base.

May be completely incompatible with prior major releases.
Minor Release Number (1.X.1)
An increment of the minor number usually indicates a significant change to functionality or

architecture.
Moderate to high level of backward compatibility with previous minor increments.
Maintenance Release Number (1.1.X)
An increment of the maintenance number usually indicates bug fixing within the minor release and

possibly small enhancements and limited new features.

Current Development Planning

Joomla! 1.6 is in the earliest stages of the Alpha Phase.

Joomla! 2.0 is also in the earlier stages but represents a significant change to the whole Joomla! concept.
You can keep up-to-date on developments on these two areas within the Joomla! Developer Network and in

the Joomla! Forums.

The Joomla! User Documentation Team 46 The Joomla! v1.5 Installation Manual


http://forum.joomla.org/
http://dev.joomla.org/

	Acknowledgements & License
	Acknowledgements
	License
	Additional License Rider

	Feedback

	Changelog
	Introduction
	Minimum System Requirements
	Localhost or Remote Host Installations
	Checking the Installation

	Obtaining Joomla!
	Nightly Build 
	Nightly Build
	SVN


	Final Preparation
	Transferring the files
	A bit more preparation...
	MySQL Details

	FTP account details 
	Secure Password Thinking

	Installation
	Web Browser Installation
	Step 1 - Language Choice
	Step 2 - Pre-installation Check
	Step 4 - Database Configuration
	Step 5 - FTP Configuration
	Step 6 - Main Configuration
	Installing the Default Sample Data
	Installing a Compatible SQL Script File
	Installing a Migration SQL Script File from an earlier Joomla! version 1.0.x installation

	Step 7 - Finish

	Manual Installation
	Step 1 – Create and edit the configuration file
	Step 2 – Edit the SQL file
	Step 3 – Upload the files to the Web server
	Step 4 – Create the database and import the joomla.sql data
	Step 5 – Create the primary administrator user account 
	Step 6 – Import the sample_data.sql data (optional)
	Step 7 – Finish
	Delete the installation directory



	Known Issues & Error Handling
	configuration.php file not writable
	Register Globals is set to on – Shared Hosting Problem
	.htaccess
	php.ini

	Nightly Build and SVN
	Nightly Build
	SVN


	Help Us to Help You
	Use the Forums
	Posting a New Topic (or when joining an existing thread with the same issues) 
	Some General Do's and Don'ts
	Additional Information to consider including
	Successful Ending


	Further Information
	What to expect whilst Joomla! 1.5 is in development
	Alpha Phase
	Beta Phase
	Release Candidacy Phase
	Stable Phase - Full Release

	Version Convention
	Current Development Planning


